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the first eight weeks of the current quarter the death-rate
in the city averaged, however, 27 per 1000, whereas it did
not exceed 20’6 in London and 22’2 in Edinburgh during the
same period. The 160 deaths in Dublin last week showed a
further decline of 13 from the high number returned in
recent weeks, and included 12 which were referred to the
principal zymotic diseases, against 11 and 18 in the two
previous weeks ; of these 4 resulted from "fever," 3 from
scarlet fever, 2 from diphtheria, 1 each from measles,
whooping-cough, and diarrhoea, and not one from small-pox.
These 12 deaths were equal to an annual rate of 1’8 per
1000, the rate from the same diseases being 3 5 in London
and 2’7 in Edinburgh. The 4 deaths from "fever" corre-
sponded with the number in the previous week, while the 3
from scarlet fever showed a decline of 5 ; the 2 from diph-
theria make 5 from this disease during the current quarter.
The 5 deaths from violence exceeded the numbers in recent
weeks; and 57 deaths were recorded in public institutions,
21 more than those in the previous week. The deaths of
infants showed a marked decline, while those of elderly
persons were somewhat more numerous. The causes of 13,
or nearly 8 per cent., of the deaths registered during the
week were not certified.

THE SERVICES.

ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.-Surgeon-Major James
Paxton, M.D., to be Brigade Surgeon, vice C. M. Jessop,
granted retired pay; Surgeon-Major Fitz2erald Edward
Scanlan to be Brigade Surgeon, vice J. Watts, granted
retired pay.
ADMIRALTY. -Staff Surgeon Henry Charles Woods, M.D.,

has been promoted to the rank of Fleet Surgeon in Her
Majesty’s Fleet ; Fleet Surgeon Edward Higgon Evans
has been placed on the Retired Liat, with permission to
assume the rank and title of Deputy Inspector-General of
Hospitals and Fleets.
The following appointments have been made :-Surgeon

Percy W. Bassett Smith, to the Triton j Mr. James J. H.
Jackman, to be Surgeon and Agent at Dunmore. Fleet
Surgeon George Mair, to the Durham Fleet Surgeon Samuel
Bamfield, to the Sultan. Staff Surgeon Rickard V. M’Carthy,
to the Serapis. Surgeon Denis W. Donovan, to the Monarch ;
Surgeon Hugh D. Macnamara, to the Helicon.
RIFLE VOLUNTEERS.-4th Cheshire : Honorary Assistant-

Surgeon William Bale, to be Acting Surgeon.-lst Forfar
(Dundee) : William Gibb, Gent, to be Acting Surgeon.-
1st Isle of Wight: Acting Surgeon Evelyn Arthur Rich, to
be Surgeon.-3rd London : Surgeon Charles Henry Bennett,
M.D., is granted the honorary rank of Surgeon-Major.-7th
Middlesex (London Scottish): Surgeon William Laidlaw
Purves, M.D., resigns his commission.-lst Tower Hamlets
{the Tower Hamlets Rifle Volunteer Brigade) : WilliamDakin
Waterhouse, Gent., to be Acting Surgeon.-lst Westmore-
land : Robert Whinerey Leeming, Gent., to be Acting Sur-
geon.&mdash;2nd Oxfordshire : George Owen Willis, Gent., to be
Acting Surgeon.

Correspondence.
THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-As the Council of the College of Surgeons have

given the cold shoulder to their associates, whether Fellows
or Members, it will be well to consider what further action
should be taken by the latter to get their views introduced
into the new Charter. I hope Mr. Swain will be heartily
supported in his attempts to secure some of the many
improvements that are required in the present constitution,
both of the Council and the College, and that Mr. Hawkins
and Mr. Pollock will both give their valuable aid in this
direction. It is reasonable to conclude that whoever the
authority may be (and I believe it is the Home Secretary)
to whom application must be made before any alteration can I
be effected in the Charters, he would be willing to listen to
the opinions of the large body of Fellows who art di-3,-iatisfied
with the present ordei of things, as well as with some of

the proposed changes. If the Council had manifested more
consideration and less assurance, it would not have become
imperative, as it now is, to fight the question to its end; and
combined action on our part, directed with caution and
judgment, cannot fail, I think, to be attended with good
results. I am. Sir. vours trulv.acauaua.

Norwich, May 27th, 1884. THOS: W. CROSSE, F.R.C.S.

To the Editor ufTHE LANCET.
SIR,-As the Council of the College are clearly at variance

with a large proportion of their constituents, I think it most
important that some combined action on the part of the
Fellows should at once be taken to prevent alterations being
made in the Charter which are distinctly retrograde and un-
constitutional in their character. I trust that a meeting of
the Fellows may be summoned in London for the purpose of
taking further action before the election of councillors in
Julv next. I am, Sir, yours truly,

Liverpool, May 27th, 1884. REGINALD HARRISON.

"FEMALE MEDICAL EDUCATION IN
BOMBAY."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-A paragraph, headed "Female Medical Education
in Bombay," which appears in THE LANCET of April 5th,
contains more than one erroneous statement. It says that
Dr. Vandyke Carter’s support of the female medical education
scheme "aroused the indignation of his colleagues, who were
inclined to view the scheme with disfavour, and would have
liked to see it fall to the ground." The inference apparently
meant to be drawn from this statement is that Dr. Carter’s

colleagues, whose "indignation" was thus aroused, were
amongst his opponents at the recent Faculty meeting, when
it was proposed to re-elect him as dean for the present year.
Let me state at once that the "indignation" of Dr. Carter’s
colleagues is a pure myth, and was not in any way aroused
in consequence of his support of the scheme in question. As
far as I know, not one of them has offered the scheme the
slightest opposition; and what is more, every one of the
present professors and teachers of Grant College who took
part in the election, myself amongst them, voted for Dr.
Carter. For my own part, I beg to say that the female
medical education scheme for this country has always com-
manded my warmest sympathy and support. What the
scheme has aroused, however, is the indignation, or, to
speak with greater exactness, the factious opposition of one
or two of the leading general practitioners of this city, who,
unfortunately, were able to carry with them a contingent of
native members of the Medical Faculty of the university just
sufficient to turn the scale against Dr. Carter. The editorial
statement of a Bombay paper, alluded to in your paragraph, is
totally untrue. The male students of Grant Medical College
are not averse to "mixed classes " ; at least, if they are, they
have hitherto managed to conceal their aversion most success-
fully from those best qualified to know the existence of any
such feeling. Nor have any of the professors been so much
wanting in ordinary sense as to decline to deliver lectures to
mixed classes. I do not believe, in fact, that the shadow of a
thought even of doing so has entered the head of a single
professor or teacher. With regard to the proposed municipal
grant in aid of Miss Pechey’s dispensary, I take this oppor-
tunity of mentioning that at a recent meeting of the Bombay
Corporation the grant, notwithstanding Dr. Blanc’s oppo-
sition, was sanctioned by a large majority, and its continuance
guaranteed, besides, for three years.

I am. Sir. vours obedientlv.

I Bombay, May lst, 188

W. GRAY, Surgeon-Major, I.M.D.,
Professor of Surgery, Grant Medical College.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,&mdash;Referring to the article on the above subject, which

appeared in your issue of April 5th, allow me to state that
you have been misinformed on many points. For example,
it is not true that the students of Grant Medical College, an
institution of which I have been a professor for the last
eighteen years, are averse to mixed classes, nor is it true
"that some of the professors (of G-ant Medical College) are


